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For Decision

Summary

A survey will be sent to the Trust schools to request information on parent, 
community and commercial links within each. The survey questions have been 
drafted based on the last survey conducted in 2019 and require approval by the 
Committee meeting before being circulated to schools.

Recommendation(s)

Trustees are asked to:

 Review the proposed survey questions (Appendix 1);
 Suggest any amendments and/or additions to the survey questions; and,
 Agree the timeline for the survey to be circulated.

Main Report

Current Position

1. Monitoring parent, community and commercial links in Trust schools falls within 
the remit of the Standards and Accountability Committee, as outlined in the 
Terms of Reference (Objectives, page 2, point 8):

“To consider and recommend strategies for the development and maintenance of 
strong Academy parent, community and commercial links and monitor and review 
progress.”

2. At the meeting held on 1 November 2018, the Committee agreed that a short 
survey be circulated to Trust schools to identify and review the activities and 
processes that are in place to promote and maintain parent, community and 
commercial links. Following the first survey conducted in 2019, it was agreed that 
this exercise should be carried out annually.

Process

3. The survey has been built online via Survey Monkey. For continuity and to allow 
comparisons, questions have been kept the same as the survey conducted in 
2019.
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4. For users to feel that the survey is manageable and not time-consuming, there 
are still 10 questions; it is estimated that the survey would take less than 10 
minutes to complete. 

5. The questions refer to various activities carried out in schools and are mostly 
multiple choice to avoid users having to provide long responses.

Timeline

6. The proposed timeline for the survey is:

 Survey circulated to Trust schools – week commencing 24 February 2020
 Deadline for responses – Monday 16 March 2020
 Chase missing responses – Monday 16 – Friday 20 March 2020
 Summary report to Committee – reported at meeting on 30 April 2020.

Recommendations

7. Trustees are asked to:

 Review the proposed survey;
 Suggest amendments and/or additions to the survey questions; and,
 Agree the timeline for the survey to be circulated.

Appendices

 Appendix 1 – Parent, Community and Commercial Links Survey Questions

Natalie Williams
Executive and Communications Assistant to the CEO
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APPENDIX 1
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